
August 31, 2021

Preparing
Rhode 

Islanders

Communications and Outreach Toolkit

A guide for engaging and sharing critical 
information with parents and families



 TABLE OF CONTENTS TABLE OF CONTENTS

 1  PURPOSE ...............................................................................................3

 2  COMMISSIONER'S MESSAGE ................................................................4

 3  IDENTIFY KEY STAKEHOLDERS ........................................................... 5-6

 4  DEVELOP A HIGH-LEVEL COMMUNICATION PLAN ................................7

 5  5 BACK-TO-SCHOOL TIPS ....................................................................8

 6  COVID-19 TESTING IN PRE K-12 SCHOOLS ............................................9

 7  WHY SHOULD ADOLESCENTS GET VACCINATED FOR COVID-19? ...... 10

    8 WHO SHOULD QUARANTINE: PRE K-12 ............................................. 11

 9  PREPARING KIDS FOR A SAFE RETURN TO SCHOOL | 3Ws ............ 14-15

10 CHECKLIST FOR IN-PERSON LEARNING .............................................. 16

11 SHARE THE NEWS .............................................................................. 17

Back2SchoolRI.com



PurposePurpose
of the Back-to-School Communicati ons and Outreach Toolkit:

As Rhode Island public schools prepare for the start of the 2021-22 
academic school year, the Rhode Island Department of Educati on 
(RIDE) remains committ ed to supporti ng local educati on agency 
leaders as we work towards a safe and successful full return to 
in-person learning. As was the case last school year when Rhode 
Island led the nati on in its swift  transiti on to distance learning, 
and then its return to the classroom in September of 2020, we 
know that the start of the school year will be successful if we 
provide parents, families, and community members with clear and 
consistent COVID-19-related communicati ons.

Above all, we must communicate how we are prioriti zing the 
health and safety of our students and relying on health experts and 
data to inform all our decisions. Your work is already underway at 
the local level to ensure that parents and families have the latest 
back-to-school informati on, and RIDE will conti nue to support 
you throughout this process by providing guidance, technical 
assistance, resources and informati on so that our communiti es 
are heard and feel safe and supported. This Back-to-School 

Communicati ons and Outreach Toolkit provides a 
foundati on to help district and school leaders with 
the many layers of communicati on and engagement 
necessary within their school communiti es 
regarding the safe return to schools.
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Dear Parents and Families,

A new school year that will feel and be diff erent from any that we have been through before—even 
from last year—is upon us. Students, teachers, support staff , and administrators will be together again 
in the classroom for a full year of in-person learning across the state. While there are sti ll some health 
precauti ons that you will remember from last year, like use of face masks, recommended distancing, and 
outdoor learning experiences whenever possible, this year we’re excited that our students will be able 
to safely enjoy the academic and social benefi ts of in-person learning in every community in our state.

Let me be clear: The health and safety of our students, families, and educators will conti nue to be our 
paramount focus. Last year, school was one of the safest places a child could be during the pandemic, 
with lower infecti on rates than students who had to stay home. This year, we are going to keep our kids 
just as safe with layered miti gati on to prevent the spread – and by leveraging the most eff ecti ve tool in 
our fi ght against COVID: vaccines that have proven to be safe and eff ecti ve. The Rhode Island Department 
of Educati on (RIDE) is working closely with our colleagues at the Rhode Island Department of Health 
(RIDOH) to ensure that we conti nue to follow the latest nati onal and local public health guidance, remain 
fl exible, and closely track the threat of both COVID-19 and the Delta variant in every community. Just like 
last year, you can expect consistent, ti mely updates on our guidance for schools and conti nuous support 
to ensure local educati on leaders are successful no matt er the challenges.

Over the last year and a half, every member of our school communiti es has gone above and beyond to 
protect the health of our students and educators. Our local educati on agencies have worked ti relessly 
to create plans that will meet the unique needs of their schools. Our school nurses have pulled double-
duty as contact tracers and our teachers have kept their students engaged, following public health 
guidelines, and learning safely. Our maintenance workers have cleaned every inch of their schools 
thoroughly and will conti nue to work diligently to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Most importantly, 
our families and students have shown up every day ready to do whatever it takes to get a great 
educati on and to learn, grow, and thrive.

We are going to conti nue working together to make this school year a success. I know that we will face 
challenges, but I am even more certain that we can overcome them as a state if we conti nue to come 
together for our kids. Thank you again for joining us in this statewide eff ort. With your support, we are 
well on our way to a successful school year!

In partnership,

Commissioner Angélica Infante-Green

Message from Commissioner
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Use this table to consider what informati on will need to be communicated, who will receive 
the informati on, how will the informati on be shared, and when will it be communicated. An 
external version of the plan can serve as a piece of communicati on in and of itself to let families 
or other stakeholders know when to expect communicati on.
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1. Vaccinate your kids 12 or older
2. Mask your kids to prevent spread
3. Wash hands frequently
4. Keep kids home with symptoms
5. Get tested as recommended

learn more

5 Back to School 
Safety Tips

These are the best ways to protect your 
family from the COVID-19 Delta variant.
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COVID-19 Testing in Pre K-12 Schools

The Rhode Island Department of Health recommends COVID-19 testing 
for students in Pre K-12 schools.
• Students can have COVID-19 without any symptoms but can still spread the infection 

to other students. 
• Testing in Pre K-12 schools can identify students who are infected and need to isolate at 

home to protect other students from getting COVID-19.

In-school testing is fast and easy. 
• COVID-19 tests in schools are done with nasal swabs. Nasal swabs are gentle and 

not painful.
• Students in middle school and high school can swab themselves if they want to. 

Sign your child up for testing if COVID-19 tests are offered at their school. 
• Contact your child’s school or district to find out if COVID-19 testing is available. If testing 

is available, you can complete a consent form to allow your child to participate in testing. 
Students 16 and older do not need a signed consent form to get tested at school.

• COVID-19 testing at schools is free. There is no cost to participate in COVID-19 testing at 
school and you do not need to have insurance. 

RAPID TESTING
Some schools use the rapid antigen tests. Antigen tests perform best in 
symptomatic people and within a certain number of days since symptom 
onset. This type of test is processed at the school, so positive cases are 
found as soon as possible. If you receive a rapid antigen test, you may need 
to get a lab-processed test to confirm your results. 

PCR TESTING
The PCR test is sent to a lab to process. Results are usually ready in one or 
two days. PCR testing is available in some schools and at all State-run test 
sites.  

POOLED TESTING
Pooled testing is a fast and easy way to regularly test large groups of asymptom-
atic people. Each person in the pool gets swabbed twice. One swab from each 
person is mixed together to create a pooled sample. The pooled sample is then 
tested in a lab. If the entire pool tests positive, than each person's second swab 
is tested to see which individuals tested positive.

| covid.ri.gov

Learn more about the COVID-19 tests used in Pre K-12 schools. Contact 
your child’s school or district to find out what kind of testing is available. 

8/23/2021
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Learn more about the COVID-19 tests used in Pre K-12 schools. Contact 
your child’s school or district to find out what kind of testing is available. 

8/23/2021
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Why Should Adolescents 
Get Vaccinated for COVID-19?

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is a new disease, requiring new vaccines.

COVID-19 vaccines
save lives
All three COVID-19 vaccines approved for use in 
the United States—Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna, and 
Johnson & Johnson (Janssen) —worked very well 
in large clinical trials.

Severe side effects from the COVID-19 vaccines 
are extremely rare. A small number of people 
have reported rare conditions that cause heart 
inflammation (swelling) after getting the Pfizer-
BioNTech or Moderna COVID-19 
vaccine. It is unclear if these 
conditions are caused by the 
vaccines. Most cases were in young 
males, and most patients who got 
care recovered well.  

COVID-19 vaccines
are safe
Most people have an immune 
response or mild side effects, like 
a sore arm or headache, from the 
COVID-19 vaccines.

Lots of different people have gotten 
the COVID-19 vaccine with the same 
great results, including Black, 
Hispanic/Latinx, Indigenous, and other 
people of color; people with health 
conditions; and pregnant people.

COVID-19 vaccines are 
highly effective 
against serious
illness and reduce the
risk of infecting others.

More than 170 million 
people age 12 or older
across the US have been fully
vaccinated as of August 23.

More than 1.3 million
COVID-19 shots have been adminis-
tered in Rhode Island as of August 23.

       The Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine is safe for adolescents age 12 or older. In a 
clinical trial, it was 100% effective against symptoms, and it’s the best way to protect 
our children—both in and out of school. I encourage everyone who is eligible for the 
COVID-19 vaccine to get vaccinated as soon as they can.
- Dr. Sabina Holland, Pediatric Infectious Diseases Specialist at Hasbro Children’s Hospital and Bradley Hospital

“
”

The vaccines cannot give you COVID-19. The vaccines do not affect anyone’s ability to get pregnant or have a 
baby. They have been shown to be safe and effective during pregnancy. They cannot change your DNA. Even if 
you’ve had COVID-19, you should still get vaccinated to protect yourself against other variants.

More than 50,000 Rhode Islanders age 12-18 have 
goen at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine, as of 
August 23.

Back2SchoolRI.com
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c19vaccineri.org | covid.ri.gov 8/24/2021

COVID-19 vaccines
are based on decades 
of science and work
Researchers around the globe came together to 
develop COVID-19 vaccines quickly because so many 
lives were at stake. They did not skip any steps
studying and testing the COVID-19 vaccines.

COVID-19 vaccines
are free for all people 
in Rhode Island
The vaccines cost nothing. You do not need 
insurance. You do not need to give information 
about immigration status. 

Vaccine appointments are offered near most 
neighborhoods. Visit health.ri.gov/vaccinesites
to find a COVID-19 vaccination site near you.

You can get help finding a clinic, getting 
transportation, and scheduling an appointment in 
multiple languages by calling 844-930-1779 or 211. If 
you cannot leave your home, you can get someone to 
bring the vaccine to you by visiting C19vaccineRI.org.

You can choose which COVID-19 vaccine 
you get when making a COVID-19 vaccine 
appointment. Visit C19vaccineRI.org to 
learn more.

The more people who get vaccinated, the more likely the pandemic will come to an end. 
If all Rhode Islanders get vaccinated when it’s their turn, we can get back to living our lives 
with family, friends, work, school, and fun. Your adolescent’s shot gets us one step closer.

No pork products, DNA, 
or fetal cells are in the 
vaccines.  There are more than 180 

places to get vaccinated 
across Rhode Island.

       Our teenage sons wanted to be able to play sports and socialize with their friends, 
and the only way to do that safely was to get them vaccinated. We got them vaccinated 
as soon as we were able to do it. Now we feel be er about le ing them see their 
friends at their houses without masks, and Greg’s baseball team is going into the 
playoffs!          - Maria Wah-Fitta, East Bay

“
”

Why Should Adolescents 
Get Vaccinated for COVID-19?

It’s okay if you still have questions. Talk to a trusted healthcare provider. Visit C19vaccineRI.org to learn more. 
Email RIDOH.COVID19Questions@health.ri.gov or call 401-222-8022 for any COVID-19 questions. 

Hear more about the COVID-19 vaccine from community leaders at bit.ly/vaxRIcommunity  

Back2SchoolRI.com
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QUARANTINE REQUIREMENTS FOR PRE K-12 SETTINGS

08/13/2021

Rhode Island’s Health and Safety Guidance for Pre K-12 for Fall 2021-22 
recommends schools follow the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) requirements for quarantine of close contacts.

A CLOSE CONTACT through proximity and duration of exposure is defined as
• Someone who was within six feet of a person infected with COVID-19 for a total of 15 minutes or more over a 

24-hour period. 

• An infected person with symptoms can spread SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, starting from 
two days before they have any symptoms until they meet the criteria for ending isolation. An infected person 
without symptoms can spread SARS-CoV-2 starting from two days before the date they were tested until 
they meet the criteria to end isolation.

QUARANTINE is required in Pre K-12 seings if 
• An exposed person (close contact) was within six feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes over a 

24-hour period, unless the close contact
o Is fully vaccinated. A person is fully vaccinated 14 days after getting all doses of an FDA-approved or 

WHO-approved COVID-19 vaccine; OR
o Has been diagnosed with COVID-19 during the past 90 days; OR
o Meets all of the exception criteria:

 Pre K-12 students: both the infected person and exposed close contact are Pre K-12 students;

 Face masks: both the exposed (close contact) student and the infected student wore face masks at all 
times during the close contact exposure;

 Indoor classroom: the close contact exposure occurred in an indoor Pre K-12 classroom; and

 Physical distance: at least three feet of physical distance was maintained at all times during the close 
contact exposure.

Note: This exception does not apply to teachers, staff, or other adults in the indoor classroom seing. 

Schools should continue to follow Rhode Island’s QUARANTINE REQUIREMENTS.
• The Rhode Island Department of Health (RIDOH) recommends that schools implement the “seven days with 

a negative test result” quarantine option. This option provides the least disruption to students' education and 
to families' lives. Keeping students learning in person is particularly important this year since schools are not 
required to offer distance learning options. With this option, close contacts can return to school on Day 8 
with a negative test result from Day 5 or later. Close contacts should watch for symptoms until 14 days after 
the exposure. 

• Schools should continue to provide seating charts and contact information to RIDOH when there are positive 
COVID-19 cases among students or staff.

All close contacts who have not tested positive for COVID-19 in the past 90 days should 
GET TESTED.
• Fully vaccinated close contacts should get tested three to five days after exposure.
• Unvaccinated close contacts should get tested immediately and again in five to seven days after exposure.
• Everyone should wear a mask in public indoor settings for 14 days after exposure or until they receive a 

negative test result.

Back2SchoolRI.com
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NOYES

| covid.ri.gov

IMPLEMENTING QUARANTINE FOR CLOSE 
CONTACTS IN PRE K-12 SETTINGS

NOYES

Were both students wearing 
face masks at all times while 

they were in the close 
contact?

Close contact 
does NOT NEED 

TO QUARANTINE. 

Close contact does NOT 
NEED TO QUARANTINE. 

A Pre K-12 student was in close contact with 
another Pre K-12 student who has COVID-19 while 

they were inside in a Pre K-12 classroom.

WHO NEEDS TO QUARANTINE?
Who needs to quarantine?

▫  Any close contact who was within six feet of the 
infected person for at least 15 minutes during a 
24-hour period.

Who does not need to quarantine?

▫  Close contacts who are fully vaccinated.
A person is fully vaccinated 14 days after getting 
all doses of an FDA-approved or WHO-approved 
COVID-19 vaccine.

-OR-

▫  Close contacts who have been diagnosed with 
COVID-19 in the past 90 days.

-OR-

▫  Pre K-12 students, if all of these exception 
criteria are true:

• Both the close contact and infected person 
are Pre K-12 students;

• The exposure happened inside in a Pre K-12 
classroom;

• Both students wore face masks at all times
while they were in close contact; and

• Students were at least three feet apart from 
each other at all times when they were in 
close contact.

YES NO

Close contact 
MUST 

QUARANTINE.

Close contact 
MUST 

QUARANTINE.

Is the close contact fully 
vaccinated -OR- have they 

tested positive for COVID-19 
in the last 90 days?

08/23/2021

QUARANTINE DECISION FLOWCHART

Were the students less than 
three feet apart for a total 

of 15 minutes or more 
within 24 hours?

Back2SchoolRI.com
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Parents and other adults can do these simple and fun things to help kids 
stay healthy and safe from COVID-19.

• Explain why kids need masks. Help them understand that masks help 
prevent the spread of droplets from their noses and mouths that can carry 
COVID-19. Masks help them be superheroes by 
keeping other people safe!

• Choose masks that fit! Masks should be at least two layers thick and fit 
snugly but comfortably over a child’s nose, mouth, and chin without any 
gaps. Kids should not use loose-fitting bandanas, face shields, masks with 
valves, or masks that make it hard to breathe. 

• Send kids to school with an extra mask. We all forget things at times. 
An extra mask in a child’s backpack, desk, or locker will come in handy 
if they can’t find theirs!

WEAR YOUR MASK  

Masks should NOT be worn by kids who are younger than age two, who have trouble breathing, 
or who can’t remove a mask without help.

VACCINATE YOUR KIDS
Vaccinate your kids when they are eligible. This is the best way to protect them, you, and 
people at their schools against COVID-19. Vaccines are now available for people age 12 or older. 
Learn more and find a vaccine near you at C19VaccineRI.org.

WEAR
YOUR MASK

WASH
YOUR HANDS

WATCH
YOUR DISTANCE

| covid.ri.gov/prevention

Preparing kids for a safe return to school

Remember the three Ws!

8/26/2021

reopeningri.com | health.ri.gov/covid

REOPENING RI

An official publication of the State of Rhode Island.

Preparing kids for a safe return to school

Parents and other adults can do these simple and fun things to help kids stay 
healthy and safe from COVID-19. Remember the three W’s:

• Explain why kids need masks. Help them understand that masks help 
prevent the spread of droplets from their noses and mouths that can carry 
COVID-19. Masks help them be superheroes by keeping other people safe!

• Together, look at other people who wear masks. Wearing a mask was cool 
before COVID-19! Superheroes, doctors, dentists, and firefighters all have to 
wear masks at times for their work. 

• Choose masks that fit! Masks should be at least two layers thick and fit 
snugly over a child’s nose, mouth, and chin without any gaps. Kids should 
not use loose-fitting bandanas, face shields, masks with valves, or neck 
gaiters that are only one layer thick. 

• Practice wearing masks at home. Kids react differently to masks. Some like 
them, others don’t. That’s okay! To help kids get used to masks, practice 
wearing masks at home together.

• Send kids to school with an extra mask. We all forget things at times, 
including kids. An extra mask in a child’s backpack, desk, or locker will 
come in handy if they can’t find theirs!

WEAR YOUR MASK  

Masks should NOT be worn by kids younger than age two, who have trouble breathing, or who 
can’t remove a mask without help.

����
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• Remind kids when they should wash their hands. Kids should wash their 
hands after being in a public place. They should also wash their hands 
before touching their face and eating, and a�er going to the bathroom, 
blowing their nose, coughing, or playing outside.

• Teach kids the five steps of handwashing. Wet, get soap, scrub everywhere, 
rinse, and dry—one step for each finger on a hand! Help kids learn to wash 
their hands the right way by remembering each of these five steps.

• Pick a hand-washing song! It’s important that kids learn to wash their 
hands for 20 seconds. Help them pick a song so they know how long 20 
seconds is. Singing Happy Birthday twice is a great choice!

• Send kids to school with hand sanitizer. Hand sanitizer is like a hand 
washing sink a child can carry around and use any time!

WASH YOUR HANDS  

• Teach kids about social distancing with dominoes. You can help kids 
understand why it’s important to watch their distance during COVID-19 
with dominoes. When we are close together, we can all get sick. If we 
give each other space, we are less likely to get germs from each other. 

• Teach kids how far three feet is. Three feet is one jump for most kids. 
Practice jumping with a child so they know how far three feet is. Or 
measure three feet in different places at home with a piece of colorful 
yarn or string.

WATCH YOUR DISTANCE 

| covid.ri.gov/prevention

Help kids feel comfortable talking about how they feel. It’s important 
that you know right away when they don’t feel well. Keep them home 
from school as soon as they have any symptoms and get them tested 
for COVID-19. Prepare for them to be home sick more often and longer.

Back2SchoolRI.com
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Preparing kids for a safe return to school
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• Explain why kids need masks. Help them understand that masks help 
prevent the spread of droplets from their noses and mouths that can carry 
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• Together, look at other people who wear masks. Wearing a mask was cool 
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wear masks at times for their work. 

• Choose masks that fit! Masks should be at least two layers thick and fit 
snugly over a child’s nose, mouth, and chin without any gaps. Kids should 
not use loose-fitting bandanas, face shields, masks with valves, or neck 
gaiters that are only one layer thick. 

• Practice wearing masks at home. Kids react differently to masks. Some like 
them, others don’t. That’s okay! To help kids get used to masks, practice 
wearing masks at home together.

• Send kids to school with an extra mask. We all forget things at times, 
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Masks should NOT be worn by kids younger than age two, who have trouble breathing, or who 
can’t remove a mask without help.
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COVID-19 Testing in Pre K-12 Schools

The Rhode Island Department of Health recommends COVID-19 testing 
for students in Pre K-12 schools.
• Students can have COVID-19 without any symptoms but can still spread the infection 

to other students. 
• Testing in Pre K-12 schools can identify students who are infected and need to isolate at 

home to protect other students from getting COVID-19.

In-school testing is fast and easy. 
• COVID-19 tests in schools are done with nasal swabs. Nasal swabs are gentle and 

not painful.
• Students in middle school and high school can swab themselves if they want to. 

Sign your child up for testing if COVID-19 tests are offered at their school. 
• Contact your child’s school or district to find out if COVID-19 testing is available. If testing 

is available, you can complete a consent form to allow your child to participate in testing. 
Students 16 and older do not need a signed consent form to get tested at school.

• COVID-19 testing at schools is free. There is no cost to participate in COVID-19 testing at 
school and you do not need to have insurance. 

RAPID TESTING
Some schools use the rapid antigen tests. Antigen tests perform best in 
symptomatic people and within a certain number of days since symptom 
onset. This type of test is processed at the school, so positive cases are 
found as soon as possible. If you receive a rapid antigen test, you may need 
to get a lab-processed test to confirm your results. 

PCR TESTING
The PCR test is sent to a lab to process. Results are usually ready in one or 
two days. PCR testing is available in some schools and at all State-run test 
sites.  

POOLED TESTING
Pooled testing is a fast and easy way to regularly test large groups of asymptom-
atic people. Each person in the pool gets swabbed twice. One swab from each 
person is mixed together to create a pooled sample. The pooled sample is then 
tested in a lab. If the entire pool tests positive, than each person's second swab 
is tested to see which individuals tested positive.

| covid.ri.gov

Learn more about the COVID-19 tests used in Pre K-12 schools. Contact 
your child’s school or district to find out what kind of testing is available. 

8/23/2021

Checklist For In-Person Learning:

       Talk to your Child About Precauti ons to Take at School

  • Keeping their mask on and making sure it’s fi tt ed 
        ti ghtly to their face.

  • Trying to keep physical distance from other students.

  • Washing and saniti zing their hands more oft en.

  • Avoiding sharing objects with other students, including water   
        bott les, devices, writi ng instruments, and books. Using and
        carrying hand saniti zer (that contains at least 60% alcohol).

      Acti ons to Take and Points to Consider

      • Make sure you have the most up-to-date informati on 
        regarding the back-to-school plan for your school and 

district and conti nuously checking Back2schoolRI.com.

     •  Make sure your child is up-to-date with all recommended 
vaccines, including for fl u. Identi fy your school point person(s) 
to contact if your child gets sick.

     Be familiar with local COVID-19 testi ng sites in the event you 
     or your child develops symptoms.

      •  Make sure your informati on is current at school, including 
emergency contacts and individuals authorized to pick up your 
child(ren) from school.

     •  Be familiar with your school’s plan for how they will communicate 
with families when a positi ve case or exposure to someone with 
COVID-19 is identi fi ed and ensuring student privacy is upheld.

     • Plan for possible school closures or periods of quaranti ne.

✔

✔ 

✔

✔

Back2SchoolRI.com
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Follow us on social media!

htt ps://twitt er.com/ridepted/@RIDeptEd

Facebook.com/RIDeptEd

Visit us at
Back2SchoolRI.com

Have questi ons? 
Email 

       back2school@ride.ri.gov

COVID-19 Testing in Pre K-12 Schools

The Rhode Island Department of Health recommends COVID-19 testing 
for students in Pre K-12 schools.
• Students can have COVID-19 without any symptoms but can still spread the infection 

to other students. 
• Testing in Pre K-12 schools can identify students who are infected and need to isolate at 

home to protect other students from getting COVID-19.

In-school testing is fast and easy. 
• COVID-19 tests in schools are done with nasal swabs. Nasal swabs are gentle and 

not painful.
• Students in middle school and high school can swab themselves if they want to. 

Sign your child up for testing if COVID-19 tests are offered at their school. 
• Contact your child’s school or district to find out if COVID-19 testing is available. If testing 

is available, you can complete a consent form to allow your child to participate in testing. 
Students 16 and older do not need a signed consent form to get tested at school.

• COVID-19 testing at schools is free. There is no cost to participate in COVID-19 testing at 
school and you do not need to have insurance. 

RAPID TESTING
Some schools use the rapid antigen tests. Antigen tests perform best in 
symptomatic people and within a certain number of days since symptom 
onset. This type of test is processed at the school, so positive cases are 
found as soon as possible. If you receive a rapid antigen test, you may need 
to get a lab-processed test to confirm your results. 

PCR TESTING
The PCR test is sent to a lab to process. Results are usually ready in one or 
two days. PCR testing is available in some schools and at all State-run test 
sites.  

POOLED TESTING
Pooled testing is a fast and easy way to regularly test large groups of asymptom-
atic people. Each person in the pool gets swabbed twice. One swab from each 
person is mixed together to create a pooled sample. The pooled sample is then 
tested in a lab. If the entire pool tests positive, than each person's second swab 
is tested to see which individuals tested positive.

| covid.ri.gov

Learn more about the COVID-19 tests used in Pre K-12 schools. Contact 
your child’s school or district to find out what kind of testing is available. 

8/23/2021

Share The NewsShare The News

Back2SchoolRI.com

17


