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Student Spotlight: Goals for the 2022-2023 School Year

  
"Your voice is always the most"Your voice is always the most
powerful thing. When you usepowerful thing. When you use

it, people listen."it, people listen."

        The clock is ticking for Johnston
High School student Charlie Curci. 
        “It’s the big year everyone looks
forward to,” Curci said. “It’s time to get
your affairs in order, prepare your final
resume.”
        As a rising senior, dates and
deadlines are looming. The first day of
school in Johnston is August 31, after
which Curci will hit the ground running
to meet early admission deadlines.
        “I organized my course load this
year to really set me up for college,” he
said. 
        Curci’s plate is full: he will serve as
the president of both the high school’s
Student Council and the statewide
Student Advisory Council. In that role,
he will also serve as a non-voting
member of the Rhode Island Council on
Elementary and Secondary Education,
which reviews, revises, and establishes
programs, structures and policies that
will prepare all Rhode Island students
for college, careers and life.
        “Your voice is always the most
powerful thing,” Curci said. “When you
use it, people will listen.”
        Curci is no stranger to sharing his
voice. A natural leader, Curci served as
the vice president of the Student
Council and Junior National Honor
Society, and president of Johnston High

School’s Students Against Drunk Driving
(SADD) chapter, among other
leadership positions, during the 2021-
2022 school year.

        Curci wants to use his various
platforms senior year to help give a
voice to all students, especially those
who do not regularly engage in
policymaking and planning.
        “At the end of the day, I don’t want
to be the figurehead of all of the
projects,” Curci said. “I want to be able
to collaborate.”



     Through this collaboration, Curci
hopes to strengthen school culture and
relationships between students and
school leaders. 
        “When a student understands
expectations of a teacher, or an
administrator, and the administrator
understands the expectations of a
student, that really drives the unity we
need to have throughout the schools,”
Curci said. “Communication between
the administrators, teachers and
students is really what helps cultivate a
positive environment.”
        While first semester pressure can
be daunting, Curci reminds students:
you don’t have to carry that weight
alone.

"Without those moments, you"Without those moments, you
truly lose yourself to the worktruly lose yourself to the work

and eventually the workand eventually the work
doesn’t become enjoyable todoesn’t become enjoyable to

you anymore. I think you reallyyou anymore. I think you really
need to always maintain aneed to always maintain a

work/home, self carework/home, self care
balance."balance."

  
"Communication between the"Communication between the
administrators, teachers andadministrators, teachers and
students is really what helpsstudents is really what helps

cultivate a positive environment.”cultivate a positive environment.”

        “Always setting aside time for
yourself to truly be a teenager, go out
with your friends, go to the mall, spend
time at home, watch a movie, read a
book, something like that - that’s
something you always need to keep
sight of,” Curci said. "Because without
those moments, you truly lose yourself
to the work and eventually the work
doesn’t become enjoyable to you any-

more. I think you really need to always
maintain a work-home, self-care
balance."
        Curci encourages every student to
take stock of their physical and mental
health ahead of the school year, and
identify what - and who - they may lean
on for support. 

"You always have a voice; you always
have an outlet. There’s always someone
you can go to," Curci said. "Find that
person: your principal, your school
counselor, a teacher, an advisor, a
coach. Make sure you use your voice."
        As the penultimate year in the
public school system approaches, Curci
is choosing to not be bothered or
burdened by the tick, tick, tick of the
metaphoric clock, but rather mindful
and motivated.
For Rhode Island Back to School resources, head to
back2schoolri.com.

Charlie Curci attends his first Board of Education
meeting on August 3, 2022.

http://back2schoolri.com/

